
Events at New Urbanism Film Festival 2014 

Friendly Rides, Women Talk Bikes podcast, Union Station Master Plan among New Urbanism Film Festival’s event 

schedule  

 

  

For immediate release:  Los Angeles, CA - September 30, 2014 – The four-day New Urbanism Film Festival’s off-

site and on-site events bring in civic leaders and urban thinkers aligned with The Festival’s vision for inspiring 

civic activism.  From bicycle-ride tours led by the local Neighborhood Council, and walking tours of downtown 

Los Angeles, to the Women Talk Bikes podcast and presentations on stage about a re-imagined Los Angeles 

Union Station, the Festival’s events are sure to enlighten attendees about our urban fabric through engaging 

experiences.  

 

The Friendly Ride is an off-site community bike tour event led by the Mid-City West Neighborhood Council that 

gives us a first-look of the streets offered for its Bicycle Friendly Streets proposal, getting to see their suggested 

changes and progress made toward making a safe neighborhood.  "Mid City West is one of the most dynamic, 

walkable, culturally rich neighborhoods in Los Angeles, so it's a natural fit for the New Urbanism Film Festival to 

take place here,” boasts Scott Epstein, chair of the Mid-City West Neighborhood Council.  “We're also thrilled to 

be partnering with New Urbanism Film Festival 2014,” Epstein continued, “to host a community bike ride, which 

will highlight Mid-City West's proposal to create Neighborhood Greenways through the community." 

 

Women Talk Bikes is the live podcast that will be recorded on The Festival’s main stage.  The podcast is a 

segment of the popular KPFK Radio Show Pedal Love, hosted by Daniella Alcedo and Maria Sipin, that explores 

the topics of how to increase confidence and ridership among women.  The show will offer interviews from 

female riders, advocates, and community leaders.  

 

Union Station: a History & Future: Debra Gerod of Gruen Associates will give a presentation on the new Master 

Plan for the Los Angeles Union Station.  The new plan aims to encompass all forms of transit including biking, 

walking, buses, local and regional trains, and even the LA River. “We understood that to be successful, it was 

not enough to figure out how to make transit work at the station.” Explains Debra Gerod, FAIA, partner at Gruen 

Associates, the master planning lead on the project.  “It was also vital to find ways to enhance bicycle and 

pedestrian connections between the station and all of the many surrounding communities including the river.” 

 

 

About New Urbanism Film Festival: The New Urbanism Film Festival is the only film festival that addresses urban design from the pedestrian level to inspire civic 

activism.   The Festival is a four day immersive experience of documentary films, events, tours, workshops and conversations opening a meaningful dialogue, 

about revitalizing neighborhoods and cities into walkable, healthy, diverse, thriving places, between planners, developers, architects, engineers, public officials, 

investors, community activists and the general public.  The films are worldwide submissions, documenting improved urban shifts from city-wide projects to 

individual-sized ones.  The best films in the categories of architecture, bicycles, economic development, healthy cities, street art and public art, tactical 

urbanism and urban design go on to win the New Urbanism Film Festival competition and are screened around the country by the Congress for New Urbanism 

(CNU).  This year the New Urbanism Film Festival will return to Los Angeles, November 6th through 9th, at the ACME Theater.   www.newurbanismfilmfestival.com 

 

About Monmark Agency: Monmark is a full-service Marketing, PR, Social-Media and Events agency. With a complete-360 approach we brand, market and 

publicize the Architecture, Interior Design and Art industries. We fulfill the missing link between architectural and design practices bodies of work to the public 

and trade audiences aiding them in growing their prestige and client base. Knowledgeable, reliable and loyal we, at Monmark, treat our clients' business as 

our own. www.monmarkagency.com  
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